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□ Features 

Your RadioShack 12-Foot USB Link Cable lets you connect two PCs 
to build an ethernet emulation environment LAN (Local Area Net- 
work) without a network adapter. The supplied GeneLink™ LAN driv- 
er supports TCP/IP, NetBEUI (NetBIOS Extended User Interface), 
and IPX (InterNet Packet exchange) protocols. These features en- 
able LAN PCs to share resources, such as files or printers. In addi- 
tion, the USB link cable also lets you connect the GeneLink™ LAN to 
your existing home or office LAN for network resource or Internet 
sharing. 

Note: This USB link cable is compliant with USB Specification Ver- 
sion 1.1. 

Easy Connect and Disconnect USB Plugs — convenient for mobile 
PC environments. 


Dual Data Buffers — support two-way data transfer. 

Power Suspend and Resume Capability — saves power for the 
LAN computer. 

Plug and Play Driver — operates with Microsoft Windows 98, Win- 
dows 98 SE, Windows 2000, or Windows Me. 

Bus-Powered from Either USB Port — no extra power is required. 

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 

Hardware — IBM PC or compatible with one available USB port and 
a floppy disk drive. 

Software — Windows 98, Windows 98 SE, Windows 2000, or Win- 
dows Me. 


□ Installation 

Important Note: Follow the driver installation procedure below be- 5. 
fore connecting the USB link cable. If you connected the USB link ca- 
ble before installing the driver, refer to the instructions on Page 4 for if 
you connect the cable before installing the driver. 

You must install the GeneLink™ driver in each computer that is con- 
nected to the GeneLink™ LAN. The GeneLink™ LAN setup proce- 
dure for each computer is the same for all computers connected via 
the USB link cable. 

1 . Insert the USB Link driver diskette into your floppy disk drive. 

2. Click Start on the task bar. 

3. Click Run. 

4. Type a:\Setup.exe in the Run dialog box. (Select the drive where 
the setup disk is located. In this example, it is drive A.) 


Note: You may be prompted to load the Windows operating sys- 
tem CD while loading the software. If so, load the CD as 
prompted. 
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Click OK. The Setup dialog box appears, showing the status of 
the setup preparation. The l/l/e/come dialog box appears. 



Welcome to the GeneLink Driver Setup program. 
This pfogram will instal GeneLiik Driver on your 
computer. 


It is strongly lecanmiefided that you eii^ ai WindoMS prc^ams 
before running tinis Setup program. 

□ick CarKel to quit Setup and then close any programs you 
have running. CIck Next to contiTfue with the Setup pfo^am. 


WARNING: This program is protected by copyright law and 
■iteinatkinal treaties. 

Unauthorized repfoduction or distribution of this program, or apy 
portion oi it, may lesrJt in saveta civil and criminal parultias,. ai^ 
wil be prosecuted to the meximunn extent pos^le under law. 


'"Heajit >_ j| Cartel ( 
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6. Click Next in the Welcome dialog box. The Choose Destination 
Location dialog box appears. 


1 3. Remove the USB Link driver diskette from your floppy disk drive. 
The Setup Complete dialog box appears. 


Choose Deslinetion Location 



Setup wi instal GeneLink Driver in the following fotder 
To httall to this folder, cKck Next 

To install to a difetent fotder. cSck Browse and select another 
folder 

You can choose r>ot to instal GeneLink Driver by cfccking Cancel 
to exit Setup 


Destination Folder 

QV.AGenesys Logic\Ger>eljnk Driver Biowse... | 


< Back Cancel | 


Setup CuBiplete 



Setup has firished copyeig files to youi computer 

Before you can use the program, you must restart Windows or 
your computer. 


(• jYfts, I wan! In my mmpiiei now i 
C No. I wll restart my rnmpiiar later 


Datrm’a any risks from their rirves. anti than rirk Hnish to 
cumplele set^ 


I Fir^sh I 


7. The folder in which to install the driver appears under Destination 
Folder. If you do not want to install the driver in this folder, click 
Browse to navigate to the desired folder, then click OK to return to 
the Choose Destination Location dialog box. 


8. Click Next to install the driver in the selected folder. The Select 
Components dialog box appears. 


SedenI fjfianpnnRnls 


[El 



The folowhg oemponenit is cpTionaf. T o install a compenent. 
cick the chock bew newt to it. 

DiiM 

P Software Porter 


The GeneLink sollware router cn^ needs to be in-stalled on the 
c.f¥inp(jt« r.nnnnrJtrig GmrJ ink I AH mH annlhni I AN Tnr 
these computers wih only the GeneLink cable installed, the 
GeneLink SDihvare router sIsotJd rat be initalled 


< £ack I fJewt > \ Cancel | 


Note: Select Software Router in the Select Components dialog 
box if the computer is directly connected to an existing LAN. 

9. Select the components to install. 

10. Click Next. The Setup program automatically installs all neces- 
sary components for the GeneLink™ LAN driver. 

11 . A prompt appears on screen asking you to plug the USB cable to 
the computer. 


1 4. Select Yes, I want to restart my computer now and click Finish to 
restart your computer. 

The Setup program installs the GeneLink™ LAN driver on your 
computer. It binds TCP/IP, NetBEUI, and IPX protocols to the 
GeneLink™ USB link cable connected device. Computers con- 
nected to the GeneLink™ LAN can communicate with each other 
in TCP/IP or NetBEUI protocol. Do not assign the same com- 
puter name to two or more computers within the GeneLink™ 
LAN. 

15. When your system boots up, the Login dialog box appears. 


1 to Wmdow^ 

— am 

Typt W to j 

OK \ 

^ ys^rrurtM 

Cancel 1 

Passvmid 1 



Note: Entering a password is optional. If you do not enter a 
password, click OK at the Login dialog box to complete the login 
procedure. Do not press Esc or click CANCEL to bypass the login 
screen or your GeneLink™ USB link cable might not work cor- 
rectly. 

16. Enter the same User name (and Password, if desired) that you 
use for your desktop or notebook computer. 

17. Right-click Network Neighborhood (My Network Places on Win- 
dows Me) to display the Properties pop-up menu. 

18. Click Properties. The Network 6\a\og box appears. 


1 2. Plug one end of the USB link cable to the USB port on your com- 
puter. The computer detects the new USB device and automati- 
cally configures the drivers. 
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19. Choose the Identification tab. 


If you connected the cable before the driver is installed: 



1. Insert the USB link cable into your computer’s USB ports. The 
Add New Hardware Wizard 6\a\og box appears. 

2. Click Next. The next Add New Hardware dialog box prompts you 
to select a driver. 



3. Select Search the best driver for your device (Recommended). The 
Add New Hardware dialog box prompts you to select where to 
search for the selected drivers. 


20. Specify a unique name for your computer in the Computer Name 
field, if one does not exist. 

21 . Enter the name of your workgroup in the Workgroup field. 

Note: The two computers connected with the USB link cable 
must have the same workgroup name. If one of the computers is 
connected to an existing LAN, do not change its workgroup 
name. If you are not sure of the name of your computer or work- 
group, consult your network administrator. 

22. Click OK to complete your network configuration. 

23. Restart your computer. 

Note: After changing the computer name or workgroup name, 
Windows may take longer to restart. 


Add New Hardweie Wizaid 



Windows wil search for new drivers in ifs driver database 
on your hard drive and n any of the followng setecfed 
locahons. Click Next to start the search. 

P Floppy disk drives 
r~ CD-ROM drive 

r 

^ jSpecif y a J ocaiTion:i 


1 J 


1 



Carrcel | 

<fiack 1 Nexf> | 


4. Select Floppy disk drives. 


24. Repeat this setup procedure for each computer to be connected 

via the GeneLink™ (j3g cable. 


5. Insert the USB link driver diskette into your disk drive and click 
Next. 


6. The Add New Hardware dialog confirms the location of the 
driver. Click Next. The Welcome dialog box appears to start the 
installation process. See “Installation” on Page 2. 
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□ Connection 


Use the USB link cable to connect computers within a LAN or to con- 
nect a portable notebook or another computer to the existing home or 
office LAN. 

Note: The GeneLink™ driver must be installed to access the Internet 
through the GeneLink™ cable. 

SERIAL CONNECTION 

1. Connect the cable’s USB plug to the USB port on your desktop 
or notebook computer. 

2. Connect the cable’s other end to the other computer’s USB port. 
You can also use a port on a USB hub. 



CONNECTING TO AN EXISTING LAN 

Install the GeneLink™ software router driver to the LAN computer 
that is connected to the USB link cable. Connect one end of the 
GeneLink™ USB link cable to the notebook or desktop computer and 
the other end to the existing home or office LAN computer. 

The Setup program installs the GeneLink™ LAN driver on your com- 
puter. It binds TCP/IP, NetBEUI, and IPX protocols to the GeneLink™ 
USB link cable connected device. Computers connected to the 
GeneLink™ LAN can communicate with each other in TCP/IP or Net- 
BEUI protocol. Do not assign the same computer name to two or 
more computers within the GeneLink™ LAN. 


Install the software router on this computer 



□ Network Configurations 

To access the Internet, you must set up network configurations on 
the desktop/notebook computer which connect to GeneLink™ soft- 
ware router. If you are not sure how your network operates, consult 
your network administrator. 

First determine if your network uses DHCP: 

1. Right-click Network Neighborhood (My Network Places on Win- 
dows Me) to display the Properties pop-up menu. 

2. Click Properties. The Network 6\a\og box appears. 

3. Select TCP/IP on the Configuration tab. 

4. Click Properties. If Obtain an IP address automatically is already 
selected, your network uses DHCP. 
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If your existing network uses DHCP to assign client IP addresses, 
your network server automatically configures your network configura- 
tion. See “Sharing Network Resources” on Page 6. 

If your existing network does not use DHCP to assign client IP ad- 
dresses: 


5. Navigate between the IP Address, Gateway, and DNS Configura- 
tion tabs to specify the IP Address, Subnet Mask, Gateway, and 
DNS Server. If you don’t know their value, consult your network 
administrator. 

6. Click OK to go back to the Network menu. 


1 . Right-click Network Neighborhood (My Network Places on Win- 
dows Me) to display the Properties pop-up menu. 


2. Click Properties. The Network 6\a\og box appears. 



3. Select TCP/IP on the Configuration tab. 

4. Click Properties. The TCP/IP Properties dialog box appears. 



7. Restart your computer. 

SHARING NETWORK RESOURCES 

You must manually share resources such as folders, drives, or print- 
ers to make them accessible to other computers on the network. 

1 . Double-click My Computer. 

2. Select the folder, drive, or printer to share. 

3. Right-click your mouse pointer on the resource to share. The 
corresponding menu appears. 

4. Click Sharing. The selected item Properties menu appears. 

Note: If you try to connect to the Internet through a modem and 
the other computer needs to share the connection, install the 
GeneLink LAN™ driver on the computer with the existing 
modem. Do not install the Software Router driver. 

5. Click Shared As on the Sharing tab. 



6. Enter a name to identify your sharing file or device in the Share 
Name field (optional). 

7. Select the Access Type (Read-Only, Full, or Depends on Pass- 
word). If you select Depends on Password, you must assign an 
access password for this device. 

8. Click OK. 

9. Go to the resource. If Windows has added a hand icon on its 
screen, you have successfully shared the resource and can 
access it through the GeneLink™ LAN. If not, repeat these steps 
to make the resource available on the GeneLink™ LAN. 
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To access the shared resource from another computer, go to Network 
Neighborhood (My Network Places on Windows Me). Double-click the 
computer name to see the shared resources. 

To access a shared folder or drive, double-click the folder or drive. 
You can also assign a drive letter by right-clicking the folder or drive 
and selecting Map Network Drive. 

To access a shared printer, right-click the shared printer icon. Select 
Install (Connect on Windows Me). The shared printer can then be ac- 
cessed from your applications software. 

Notes: 

• The computers available on the GeneLink™ LAN may not imme- 
diately appear in Network Neighborhood or My Network Places. 
Select View/Refresh or press F5 to update the screen display. 

• In Windows Me, select Entire Network to view the workgroups 
and computers available on the network . 

• If you cannot locate a computer on the LAN, make sure its work- 
group name matches the workgroup name selected for the other 
computers. 

Sharing a LAN-Based Internet Connection 

Using Internet Explorer: 

1. Run the Internet Connection Wizard and indicate that you are 
connecting through a LAN. 

2. Select Internet Options. 

3. Select the Connections tab. 

4. Press Setup. 

Using Netscape Navigator: 

1 . Select Preferences/ Advanced/Proxies. 

2. Select Direct connection to the Internet. 

Consult your network administrator for more information on configur- 
ing your browser for a LAN connection. 


Sharing a Modem-Based Internet Connection 

If you connect to the Internet with a standard dial-up modem, you 
cannot use the GeneLink™ Software Router to share the Internet 
connection with another computer on the GeneLink™ LAN. 

1. Install the GeneLink™ LAN driver on the computer with the 
modem. Do not install the Software Router. 

2. On Windows 98SE or higher, install the Internet Connection Wiz- 
ard to share the Internet connection. 

Note: The Internet Connection Wizard is not available on Win- 
dows 98 first edition. 

3. Select Start/Settings/Control Panel. 

4. Select Add/Remove Programs. 

5. Select the Windows Setup tab. 

6. Select Internet Connection Sharing from the Components list. 

7. Follow the instructions to enable Internet Connection Sharing on 
the computer with the modem. That computer will share Internet 
connection through the GeneLink™ LAN. 

8. Access the Internet from the computer with the modem. 

9. Run your network browser on the other computer to share the 
Internet connection. 
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Limited Ninety-Day Warranty 

This product is warranted by RadioShack against manufacturing defects in materiai and workman- 
ship under normai use for ninety (90) days from the date of purchase from RadioShack company- 
owned stores and authorized RadioShack franchisees and deaiers. EXCEPT AS PROViDED 
HEREiN, RadioShack MAKES NO EXPRESS WARRANTiES AND ANY iMPLiED WARRANTiES, 
iNCLUDiNG THOSE OF MERCHANTABiLiTY AND FiTNESS FOR A PARTiCULAR PURPOSE, 
ARE LiMiTED iN DURATiON TO THE DURATiON OF THE WRiTTEN LiMiTED WARRANTiES 
CONTAiNED HEREiN. EXCEPT AS PROViDED HEREiN, RadioShack SHALL HAVE NO LiABiL- 
iTY OR RESPONSiBiLiTY TO CUSTOMER OR ANY OTHER PERSON OR ENTiTY WiTH RE- 
SPECT TO ANY LiABiLiTY, LOSS OR DAMAGE CAUSED DiRECTLY OR iNDiRECTLY BY USE 
OR PERFORMANCE OF THE PRODUCT OR ARiSiNG OUT OF ANY BREACH OF THiS WAR- 
RANTY, iNCLUDiNG, BUT NOT LiMiTED TO, ANY DAMAGES RESULTiNG FROM iNCONVE- 
NiENCE, LOSS OF TiME, DATA, PROPERTY, REVENUE, OR PROFiT OR ANY iNDiRECT, 
SPECiAL, iNCiDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTiAL DAMAGES, EVEN iF RadioShack HAS BEEN AD- 
ViSED OF THE POSSiBiLiTY OF SUCH DAMAGES. 

Some states do not aiiow iimitations on how iong an impiied warranty iasts or the exciusion or iimita- 
tion of incidentai or consequentiai damages, so the above iimitations or exciusions may not appiy to 
you. 

in the event of a product defect during the warranty period, take the product and the RadioShack 
saies receipt as proof of purchase date to any RadioShack store. RadioShack wiii, at its option, un- 
iess otherwise provided by iaw: (a) correct the defect by product repair without charge for parts and 
iabor; (b) repiace the product with one of the same or simiiar design; or (c) refund the purchase 
price. Aii repiaced parts and products, and products on which a refund is made, become the prop- 
erty of RadioShack. New or reconditioned parts and products may be used in the performance of 
warranty service. Repaired or repiaced parts and products are warranted for the remainder of the 
originai warranty period. You wiii be charged for repair or repiacement of the product made after the 
expiration of the warranty period. 

This warranty does not cover: (a) damage or faiiure caused by or attributabie to acts of God, abuse, 
accident, misuse, improper or abnormai usage, faiiure to foiiow instructions, improper instaiiation or 
maintenance, aiteration, iightning or other incidence of excess voitage or current; (b) any repairs 
other than those provided by a RadioShack Authorized Service Faciiity; (c) consumabies such as 
fuses or batteries; (d) cosmetic damage; (e) transportation, shipping or insurance costs; or (f) costs 
of product removai, instaiiation, set-up service adjustment or reinstaiiation. 

This warranty gives you specific iegai rights, and you may aiso have other rights which vary from 
state to state. 

RadioShack Customer Reiations, 200 Tayior Street, 6th Fioor, Fort Worth, TX 76102 
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